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C ASTELLORIZIAN NEWSLETTER N O. 92 gives
details of a new initiative by your Society on Saints
Constantine and Helene's Day on May 22nd, 1994. In
conjunction with our second Castellorizian of the Year
Award, we will be making presentations to all those
students who passed their VCE in 1993. Details in
this newsletter.

Not one member has contacted us with any records or
details of the history of our Society between the
years 1925-1964. We will now have to find other
means of recording these historical records.

CONGRATULATIONS

v’ To Constantine Ernest Hondros on graduating his
Masters Degree in Science from Edinburgh University,
Scotland. From Melbourne to attend the graduation
ceremony his Godmother Tessie Hondros. While
overseas, Tessie also visited her brother Ernest
Hondros and family in Holland.

v To Mr. Michael Diamond M.B.E. of Rose Bay,
Sydney, for his award of the A.M. in the Australia
Day Honour "for services to the Greek community™".

80th BIRTHDAY

Eﬁ On the 26th February, 1994, a Cocktail Party to
celebrate the 80th birthday of Vania Pitsikas was
held at the home of his daughter Tina and Andrew
Salvaris and sons John and Vania in Melbourne.
Friends and relatives enjoyed a most pleasant day.
Our warm Congratulations to Vania. From Sydney for
the occasion Vanias' God-daughter Daisy with her
husband Peter Kalaitzis.

60th WEDDING ANNIVERSAY

Eﬁ Mr. & Mrs Eustathios and Kristulla Kontillos (of

Sydney) celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary
on the 16th January, 1994. A Party was held at the
home of their children Antonios and Andranna
Stavrianou at Woollahra, where family and friends
attended. Mr. & Mrs. Kontillos are the parents of
Betty and Nick Adgemis of Melbourne. Telegrammes
to congratulate were received from Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth, the Prime Minister Paul Keating,
the Governor General of Australia Bill Hayden, the
Premier of NSW John Fahey Archbishop Stylianos,
and many more. The Castellorizian Society of
Victoria Congratulate Mr. & Mrs. E. Kontilios and we
wish them all the best for the future.

V.C.E.PASSES
John P. Mangos, Business Computihg
at Broadmeadows
Basil A. Salvaris, Property at RMIT

Yvette A. Salvaris, Arts, at
Victoria College

Melissa M. Christopher, Commerce-
Computing at Deakin

George C. Lucas, Business at RMIT
Congratulations and well done to them all.
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HONOUR BOARD

We thank all those who have sent in their names and
details. This is a worthwhile and long overdue
recognition of those who served their country in the
armed forces. If you still know of any member who is
not aware of our Honour Board, please forward their
names to us. We are at present in receipt of 15 names.

HOME AFTER A STAY IN HOSPITAL

B @”‘% ]
: Mr. Theo Conos : Mr. Terry N. Bisas
2

Mr. Nick Zographou

VALE

+ In memory of the late Mrs. C. Kanis, Eva Lucas
has donated $10 to our Society.

GET WELL

Christina S. Bisas (in hospital)
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WEDDINGS

L In Adelaide, on Saturday, 29th January, Senator
Nick Bolkus married Mary Patetos. Best-man was
Dimitri Dollis. From Melbourne for the occasion,
Andrew and Tina Salvaris with their sons John and
Basil; also Irene Douglas and Anne Vassiliades.

L In Brisbane for the marriage of Anne Kiosoglou to
Jim Boubaris on Saturday, 18th January, 1994: Nick
and Betty Adgemis, Anna Adgemis, John Anastasi
Adgemis, Betty Peter Exintaris. Anne is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John Kiosoglou of Adelaide.

ANNIVERSARIES
2t Congratulations to Peier and Koula Adgemis on
their 40th Wedding Anniversary on 21st February.

EE Congratulations to Nellie and Steve Zombos on
their 37th Wedding Anniversary on 24th February.

EE Congratulations to Jack and Maria Miriklis on
their 40th Wedding Anniversary.

BIRTHDAY

% Tina Papadopoulos gave a family Birthday
Luncheon for her husband George's 40th birthday.
George is the son-in-law of Peter and Koula Adgemis.

All gentelemen are invited to a

PLEASANT
SUNDAY
MORNING
for the

AUSTRALIAN
GREEK
WELFARE
SOCIETY

on Sunday, 17 April,
994, from 11am to 1.00pm
at 52 Chapel Street, St. Kilda

FUND RAISER
NO OFFENCE TO THE LADIES * MEN ONLY

Donation $15
ALL WELCOME

BAPTISM

; On Sunday 13th February, at Evangelismos

Church, Nick and Penny Loukides baptised their
daughter Kalliope-Anastasia. God-father Andrew
Caripis, Refreshments at The Gobles, East Malvern.

IN MELBOURNE

@ To visit their mother Athanasoula Hondros,
sister Tessie & brother Peter Hondros. From Brisbane
Con, Helen & James Hondros and Mary Coronis.

@ To visit her parents and family, Zefi and Basil
Barboutis from Brisbane. (We thank them for their
$20 donation to our Society)

PAN-DODECANESE ASSOCIATION

The Pan-Dodecanese Association are organising a
number of functions over the next few months.
Members are invited to take part as our Society is a
member of this Association.

* 13th March at St. Dimitrios Church, 1 Gladstone
Street Moonee Ponds, Church Service followed by a
light luncheon at the hall next door.

* 26th March (Saturday), a Dinner Dance will be
held at the hall of Saints Constantine and Helen,
Barry Street, South Yarra. Tickets $30 single. All
details and bookings should be addressed to Mr. Steve
Zombos, Telephone 808 4239. All welcome.

A TALE OF TWO TOWNS

I am indebted to Katrina Fermanis Cavouras from
Adelaide, S.A., for two excellent articles from the
December issue of "The Athenian" magazine. We
print the first in this Newsletter. The second will be
printed in our next Newsletter. The first is entitled
"A Tale of Two Towns" and refers to the islands of
Kos and Kastellorizo. The second is entitled
"Dionysian Rites on Kastellorizo".

OUR SENIOR CITIZENS' CLUB

Our Senior Citizens' Club which meets on a monthly
basis at our Club Rooms, on the 1st Wednesday of
every month, have formed a Sub-Committee to
supervise and conduct this very succesful initiative by
your Society. We wish them luck.

President Nick Patiniotis

Vice-President  Kyriakos Miriklis

Secretary Steve Zombos

Treasurer Sylvia Coates (Kotsoglou)
and Katina J. Miriklis

Michael and Nina Kyriakos have donated $20 to the
Senior Citizens' Club In Memory of the Late Con
Emmanouil (Theoharis).

Kevin and Maria Kominos have donated $20 In
Memory of the Late Marika Augustes.
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SAINTS
CONSTANTINE
&
HELEN'S
DAY

SUNDAY, 22nd MAY, 1994

at
SAINTS CONSTANTINE & HELEN'S CHURCH
Barry Street, South Yarra

and afterwards to a
LIGHT LUNCHEON

at our Club Rooms, South Melbourne.

At this function,
your Society will make its presentation
to the

1994
CASTELLORIZIAN
OF
THE
YEAR

Presentations will also be made to all those students
who have passed the VCE in 1993. Please nominate
students in your family and forward the proforma to:

V.C.E. Presentations
Box 112
South Melbourne, 3205

Nominations to reach us by 10th April, 1994

ArTWoRk, Layout, Desk-Top Publishing, Prinming By
Peter Jasonides * Marketing Impacts « (03) 484 7180

HISTORICALRECORDS

If you can help, could you please forward details to us
as soon as possible. All records from 1964 are intact.

1925  President Michael Conos (Oikonomides)
1926 President ..o

1927 President ..o
1928  President ..o
1929 President ..o
1920  President womemssmmmmmmemmmmmmmemomosmsmo:
1931 President ...
1932 President .......oeomeeceeeeeeccceeeeee e
1933 - Prestdent .o

1934 President ...
DX SR 5 =13 T (=) o | SO

1936 President ........oeomeeeeececeecoeeeeee e
1937 President .......ceemmoeeeeece e
1938  Prosidenk .ommesmmmmsmimmmmmm i
1939  President ..........

1940 President ...
1941 President ...
1942 PreSident ........wecceooeeeeesoeeeeessseoees oo esseee
1943 PreSident .......eeececeeceeceoeeeeeeeeeeeee e,

1944  President
1945 President
1946  President
1947  President
1948  President ...
1949 President .......ooeeececeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

1950 PreSident ......oeeeeeececeeeeoee e,
1951 President ..o
1952 PrESIdERE ....ooovioesnssssmmrmesmsmmmermsrsssssommesssossosssasssssisoommass i
1953 President ...
1954 President ...

1955  President ...
1956 President ...
1957 President ...
1958  President
1959  President
1960  President
1961  President
1962  President
1963  President
1964 President
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ENOETO STA EAAHNIKA
EITIMEAEIA: STEDPANOX ZOMIIOE

"H ralinkapwovvn
O€ UETPLETAL LLE TO OTPEULC,
aAAa
UE TNG Kapdiag 1o mupwua”

(Kwortng Iodoudag).

Zr']uspa TOV YLOPTALOVUE TNV EVOOUATOOT TG
Awdexaviicov pe ™ untépa EArdda, n okéyn
pag naetl ticw 80 xpovia, 6tav oL ckAaPwuévor
101 KaoteAropiliol, evbovoriaougvor pe 1ig
viveg tov EAAnvikov Z1patot evaviiov tov
Tovpkwv, aropdcioav va ETAVACTATHCOVY KAl
va 1tw&ovv Tov COVATAVO Kataktnt ond 1o

VI|CAK1 pac.

Znig In Maptiov 1913, onAnomxkav oxeddv GAot
ol avdpeg kot pe v Poribera 30 mepinov
Moaxkedovopaywv Kpntikdv, avypolotnocav
Toug Tovpkovg OTPATLHTEG KOL avOY®oaV ™V
EAAnvikn onuaia.

Avotuyxdg, opwg, 10 Kaotelddpilo Sev
TapERELVE EAEVOEPO YL TOAD.

To 1915 7o xvpievoav o1 I'aAlot, ko 0 1920 1o
tapedwoav otovg [ToAog kal €161 10 vnodkt
Lag TapEReIveE CKAABOUWVO PEYpL TV NUEpa
nov evodnke pall pe dira 11 vnoia pe
untépa ExAada.

(To xeipevo avtd 10 éotetra Tpog dnpocisvon
KOl OTnv mapolkiakn pog eonuepida Néog
Kéopog.)

EIAIKH ATIONOMH
2ZTOYZ ATIO®OITOYZX V.C.E.

To Aroiknmikd Zvpfoviio arodaocice va
dwpicel avapvnomnika dwpa oToVG oL TEC Kan
pormTpLeg OV TEAEiwoavV TG SevteEpoPdBuLég
tovg eetacerg VCE emrtuyws. H anovour 6a
yiver mv Kvpraki, 22 Malov, otov eoptacud
Twv Ayiov Kowvotavtivov kot EAévng. Ocou
gevolaepovTal, va oTELAOVY 10 OVOUATE TV
omv d1evbuvon tov cLAASYOUL pog.

ITANAQAEKANNHZXIAKH
OMOZIIONAIA

H Tavéwdexavvioiaky Opoormovdia, g
omoiag pe€log eivar o Kaotedlopiliaxdg
cVALOYOG pag, dropyavavel xopd to cdfBato,
26 Moptiov, omy aibovoa mg Kowvémrag tov
Aylov Kovotavtivov kot EAévng, Barry Street,
South Yarra. Twufy ewoitnpiov $30. Ia va
KAeioete panéll, miedwviote Tov k. Ttédavo
Zoumo (Aédwvo 808 4239) 1 1ov k. Niko
IManviod (mA£owvo 859 8158).

YOHI'HTHX BIOAOTI'TAZ AHAQNEI:

TO KASTEAAOPIZO
EXEI TO YI'EIESTATO KAIMA

Ka1 xan mov iowg cag evéiadéper: Te opiiia
mov o Yé¢nynmig-Lecturer g Bioloyiag oto
IMavemiotnipio g Abrvag, eire d11 710
Kaoteldpilo €xel 10 mo vyeievd xAipa g
EAAGdac. TTapdderypa 6tav to xalokaipt, v
nuépa, 1 Oeppokpacia omv Pddo kxar o1o
KaoteAddprlo eivar 35 Babpoi, mm vidkta 7
vypaocio-humdity evéd oty Pé8dc eivar 40
Babuoi, oto KaoteAldpilo eivar pdéiig 18
Babuoi.

2ZYI'KENTPQZEIZ HAIKIQMENQN
KAZTEAAOPIZIQN

Zvveyilovrol pe emTvyxio o1 CUYKEVIPWHOELG
Tov nMxiopgé vov Kaotediopil{iov omv
aibovod pag, xabe npwd™ Tetdptn tov pnvdc,.
Zm ovykévipwon mov €yive otig 2 Maptiov,
etyope pali pog xar tov x. Bavia [Mitoika and
T0 ZUdvel, kabws Kol apKeTd véa mPOowWmol
ano TOL CUUTATPLAOTEG LA,

Konuevo KaoreAldpilo
PovAa cov yepariav
7001 KOAQTOAYKOPLETOES GOV

Toal toiveg euvpilay.




A TALE OF TWO TOWNS

by Willard Manus

Kas and Kastellorizo — a symbiotic relationship between the easternmost Greek island and
the neighboring Turkish mainland town has persisted despite political antagonisms. At
Christmas last year, the Mayor of Kas invited the whole population over for dinner.

Sketches by Christos Dimos

Muslims in Yugoslavia, Lebanon,

Georgia. Armenia and other
countries are making you lear for the
good will of the human race, take heart
— there is at least one spot on earth
where the people of these two faiths not
only tolerate but like each other.

This spot is on the south coast of Asia
Minor where the Greek island of Kastel-
lorizo lies just three kilometres from the
Turkish town of Kas. Years ago these
two communities were organically one,
since Kas on the mainland of Lycia with
its long fertile valleys and populous,
thriving Kastellorizo were part of the
same Empire. first Greek. then Ottoman.
Kas was the entrepot of Lycian produce
and Kastellorizo provided the ships and
the seamen to carry the trade. shipping
olives, citrus fruit and cotton not only 1o
the Greek maintand but to Smyrna,
Lebanon, Cyprus and Egypt. That com-
merce. combined with fishing and spong-
ing. ¢nabled Kastellorizans 1o enjoy a
luxurious lifestyle. They built large stone
houses lavishly furnished with Kilims, car-
pets. mahogany furiture. Venetian glass,

If the struggles between Christians and
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English porcelain. French silver and all
kinds of modern conveniences.

In its heyday during the early part of
this century, Kastellorizo had over
20.000 inhabitants, half a dozen schools.

several important churches and
monasteries, numerous social and
fraternal organizations, and a well-
endowed library. Its natural U-shaped
harbor was so long and deep that it
served as alanding site for Air France’s
scaplanes, which landed lor refueling and
service belore proceeding on o
Alexandria and Alrica.

“Many mainland Turks used to tly in-
to Kastellorizo, stay overnight on the is-
land before crossing over to Kas.” re-
called Savvas Mastrothalasitis, a pre-
sent-day Kastellorizan hotel-owner. =My
family thought nothing ol putting them
up for a day or two. Not only that, my
grandlather invited themuo our house.
to break bread and become Iriends. not
just hotel guesis.”

“Many Turks worked for the Greeks.
but did not think ol them in anall way ™
said Mchmet Fidan, the Mayor ol Kas,
“We were all one people then, with simi-

lar characteristics. We ate the same lood.
drank the same drinks. had an identical
mentality and way of communicating. The
only thing that divided us was religion. but
this was nothing we ever fought about.
There was tolerance and understanding on
both sides. a feeling of live and let live.”
What changed all that was the war of
1922 when the Turkish nationalist army de-
feated the Greek torces in Anatolia and
brought an end to the Greek presence in
Asia Minor. Most Greeks on the Lycian
coast were expelled and their holdings con-
fiscated. Kastellorizo had wready gone into
i decline when the island. along with rest of
the Dodecanese, was ceded 1o Taly a decade
carlier. The 1923 exchange ol populations
triggered a mass exodus Irom Kastel-
lorizans as well, some ol whom went 1o
Athens and Rhodes. others to such farlung
havens as America. Fthiopia and Australia,
“We were somy 1o see so neny Greeks
leave,” Mayor Fidan reflected. “hough
there had been war between our coun-
triesave still did not feel personal animonsi-
ty towards them. We needed them, as they
were good traders and merchants. When
Kastellorizo declined, we declined ias well.”
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World War Il delivered more blows
10 the istand. The halian garrison (whose
history inspired the Oscar-winning film
Mediterraneo, shot on Kastellorizo in

1989) was seized and replaced by the’

German army in 1943, Subsequent
bombing by the RAF destroyed about
two-thirds of the village and most of its
fleet of fishing and transport boats.
When the British drove the Germans
out. the remaining istanders were evacu-
ated and sent 1o refugee camps in the
Gaza Strip. After the war, most sur-

vivors joined the Kastellorizan diaspora,
with only five familics choosing to re-
turn to their devastated island. With lit-
tle water or food available (the island is
beautiful. but dry and burren). the
Kastellorizans would have starved had it
not been tor the Turks of Kas. Having
survived the war in better condition,
they sent over enough water and staples
to keep the 30-0dd Greeks alive until
help finally cume from other sources.

“1 can remember my lather sending
over packages of iood with a fisherman
friend.” suid Mustata Girgin, a third-gen-
eration shopheeper in Kas. “The Kastel-
lorizans could not pay tor the food. but
my father did not let that bother him.
*We need them and they need us.” was
his view. "Once day they will prosper
again and pay us back.™™

In ellect. the symbiotic refationship
between Kas and Kastelorizo had never
been severed. Al through the war com-
munication and trade lines were kept
open. in unolticial, underground ways.
Certain goods were smuggled by boat
under cover of darkness - human con-

22

traband as well. Many Jews fleeing
Hitler s holocaust escaped Europe via
the Kastellorizo-Kas route. Greek and
Turkish sailors were also involved in
handjng over downed RAF pilots or
British commandos on secret missions.

Today that pipeline is still in operation.
Kurds fieeing the troubles in their homeland
pay 10 be taken o Kas and then across o
Kastellorizo, where the Greek police put
thermn on the neat boat 1o Rhodes. after which
they are sent 1o the mainland and a refugee
camp outside Athens.

=One night 1 heard a scratching at my
door.” said Kostas Paul. a Kazzie (a re-
turned islander from Perth, Australia).
“When [ opened the door, there was a
white-faced. dehyvdrated man in a wet
suit. It turned out that he was a Kurd who
had swum over from Kas in a suit and
fippers donated by @ sympathetic Turk.”™
Paul is proud ol the warm relation-
ship between Kastellorizo and Kas.
Iy o village-to-village thing.”™ he ex-
plauined. “Nobody had 1o order us to be
Iriends - we just are. 1Cs especially true
in winter when the tourists are gone. It a
eroup of Turks comes over from Kas lor
the day. somebody will always invite
them for adrink. oller a plate of food.™
Last winter Kas reciprocated inan
oiticial way, thanks to the urging ol Nay -
or Fidan. At Christmas, everyone on
Kastellorizo was invited 1o celebrate the
holiday in Kas. The Turks not only
cleaned up the ancient Greek Orthodox
chapel ol Aghios Nikolaos but threw a
Javishotgast and party that Tasted two days.
“We put eversone up in hotels and
pensions, arranged bus excursions into

the countryside,” Mayor Fidan said
proudiy. It was not only fun but very
moving as well, as some of the islanders
visited family property and homes for
the first time since the war.”

Trallic between Kas and Kastellorizo
largely originates at the Turkish end. i
only because Kastellorizo has not vet
been designated an olficial Greek point
of entry for boats and vachts. Turkish
tour boats are licensed to make daytrips
1o Kastellorizo. but it s not supposed to
he allowed the other way around. How-

ever. it is casy 10 find a Greek fisherman
willing to take you over (15 minutes by
fast boat; roundtrip $20). Police and cus-
toms agents turn a blind eye to these
crossings and. evidently, to the brisk
smuggling trade still going on at mid-sea.
How else to explain the stacks of Ameri-
can cigarettes. Scotch whisky and French
champagne on sale in Kastellorizan
shops at shockingly cheap prices?

“We do good business with Kastel-
forizo.” admitted Mustafa Girgin. “But
it’s not just the money that motivates us.
We are gendinely fond of the Greeks and
I believe they will say the same of us. |
don’t think anything will ever come be-
tween us.”

Kas and Kastellorizo are oniy ly-
specks on the map. miniscule backwater
communities. but the world might do
well 1o take a close look at what is hap-
pening there. It would see that it is still
possible Tor people of difterent religions
and ethnic backgrounds to live in broth-
crhood and peace. that the Cross and the
Crescent can v side by side in times to
come. ! ]
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