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This Newsletter No. 11 contalns coples of letters recslved from the World
Castellorlzlan Brotherhood., These letters are 2z summary of the FIfth Annual
Conventlon of The World Castellor!zlan Brotherhood held on The Island on Saturday,
17.9.'83. We also print an artlcle by Martka Blsas - "No Not My Child". Marlka's
artlcle was recently printed In Neos Gosmos and Educatlon Department Publlcatlon -
"Polycom". S ' :

FUNCTION

POKER MACHINE ALBURY BUS TRIP. ol

A very successful trip to Albury was enjoyed by members -on Sunday, 23rd -September,
An excellent bus trip and a flirst-class Smorgasbord was provided by the Albury R.S.L.
There were many Jackpot wlnners, Including Marla Comlnos, Marla Blsas and Jack Blsas.
The trip was so successful that we wlll be repeating It In the New Year on Sunday,
February 12th, 1984. Speclal thanks to Dlanne Spartels, Peter Coates, and Eva Lucas,

for thelr asslstance. We apologlse to those members who could not get booklngs for
this trip.

PROFILLES

Thls popular feature of our Newsletter has had to be temporarlly dlscontinued because
of the lack of members who are prepared to write and subm!t proflies for publ cation.
It Is most unfortunate and sad that we, for hlstorical purposes, have not been able

to contlnue thls serfes. Wlth the contlinued loss of many of our elder members we are
In danger of losing many of the historles of our ploneers. Requests to members appear
to have fallen on deaf ears.

INSTITUTE OF MULT! CULTURAL AFFAIRS

The Second Blenn!al Meeting of the Instltute was held In. Melbourne on Monday 17th -
Tuesday, 18th October, 1983. In Melbourne for the meeting were many Interstate
members. )

From South Australla - Mr. John Klosoglous.
From West Australla - Mrs. L.B. Llverls.
From New South Wales - (Mr. C. Pandelakls
(Mr. Mlchae! Dlamond.
Representing Victorla '
were - (Mr. Jack Blsas
(Dr. Splro Moraltls.,

Among many papers presented at the Conference was one by John Klosoglous on "The Law
and the Migrant". Thls paper Is avallable to members by ringlng 256233,



The_Institute of Multl Cultural Affalrs was éa%iup as a statufory body by the

Fraser Government In 1986. It has a mmbemzzg of 77 and a Board of 9. Its role Is
to advlse Government through I+s members on"*hé needs of the Ethnlc Communltles In
Australla. Of the 86 members, 11 are of Greek background, and of those, 7 are of
Castellorlzlan orlgin.

AUSTRALTAN GREEK WELFARE SOCIETY:

The Board of Management have pleasure lnvlnvlflng members to take part In two functlons
organised by. the Soclety to ralse funds for I'ts wélfare work. .. .

SUNDAY, 6TH NOVEMBER

At 52 Chapel Street, St. Klida, a Pleasant Sunday Mornlng wil! be held.
Donation:  §$10. Deeply regret Males only. All welcome.
Time: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

FRIDAY, 11TH NOVEMBER

The Soclety wlll be holding Its 11th Blrthday Party at "Dlogenls Tavern" - ,
11 Leveson Street, North Melbourne. Cost: $16.00 per person. Rlng Sandra Kogakls
for Reservations.

The A.G.W.S. was establIshed 11 years ago to assist Greek mlgrants In welfare and
assoclated problems. Today I+ has a staff of 38 and a Board of Management of 9.

Its Annual Report shows a budget flgure for 1983/84 of $468,629, and .1t Is the largest
Greek Welfare Organlisatton In Victorla. At Its Annual General Meetlng held on

- 27th September, 1983, the follawlng were elected to honorary poslitlons on the Board

of Management: ' S . ' A P -

PRES1DENT - Mr. Jack Blsas .

VICE PRESIDENT: Mr. Kevin P. Zervos
CHA | RMAN Dr. Splro Moraltis

.
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WEDDINGS

The Wedding took place on Sunday, 16th October, at Evangellsmos Church, of Julle
(daughter of Splro and Nlna Mangos) to Harry Constantas.

Over 300 people attended the Reception, which was held at "Oakvlile Receptlons".
From West Australia for the wedding - Mrs. Joyce Loukas wlth son Manue!, who was
best man. From South Australia - Con A. Mangos and son Nick. We wlsh the couple
every happlness. ~

On Sunday, 2nd October, a Receptlon was held at "Columns Receptlon Centre" to celebrate
the Wedding of John Argyropoulos to Maria Platls. Marla Is the daughter of Elalne

and the Late Splro Platls. From South Australla for the wedding were Mr. and Mrs.
Charles, and Fortin! Moshakls with sons - Jack, Nlck, Peter, and daughter Kathy.

Mrs. Fortlnl Moshakls Is the slster of the Late Splro Platls.,

At "Nlne Darllng Street'" a Receptlon was held to celebrate the wedding of Lynette
Kyrfakos and Cameron Anderson. Lynette Is the daughter of Herbert and Marla Kyrlakos.
From West Australla for the Wedding - Mrs. K. Kyrls.

In Melbourne vistting her brother, George Malaxos, Mrs. Evenla Kosterallos from
Perth, West Australla.
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?ack In Australla after a 12 months' stay ln Grpeaa - Sh}Fley Kbu&souk&s;«u&{h-sqn

Shiriey 1s the wife of the Late Con G. Kou?souklﬁ,“iﬁa‘dlbdﬁln bc*oﬁér,‘l!eof

CONCERT

We are pleased with fhe response by members who wlsh to take par+ in our Casfb[forlzlan
Concert. . .This Concert wlll feature Songs, Muslc, Dances -of Castellorizo, but more are
needed. Please ring Betty Exlndarls on felephone 2888159

MEMORIAL PARK.

The Clty of Przhran in memory of Its Past Mayor, the Late Harry Gregory, J.P., have
dedlcated a Park in Earl Street, Windsor, to his memory.

A moving but simple ceremony was held to dedlcate the Memorlal Park. Dedlcatlon by
the Mayor of Prahran, Cr. Davld Cran.

- - - -

ANNIVERSARY

Congratulations to BIll and Athena Kbufsoukls on thelr 50th Weddlng Annlversary.
Bill and Athena, who were formerly from Melbourne, now Ilve In -South: Ausfral!a.

- s " . -
- - § - . by ~

GET WELL.

In Epworth Hospltal - Peter G. Palfoglou.

In Hospltal - Frank Glandlnoto (son of Yvonne and John Glandlno?o). Frank ls.the
Grandson of Vera,Con Constance. 3 o

BIll Plpergoglou Get well - after a stay In hospltal.

ENGCGAGEMENT

Mrs. Eva (Krlsohos) Galatis with daughter Denlse in Adelalde for the engagemenf of
her nlecs.

NEW__POST

Dr. Michael C. Koutsoukls to Saudl Arabla In 1984 for a 12 months' contract period.
Michael Is the son of the Late Con. G. Koutsoukls and Shirlay Koutsoukis.

VALE

The death occurred In Melbourne on the 24th October of Mrs. Christnan! Koutsoukls,
aged 83,

Mrs. C. Koutsoukls was the mother of 6 chlldren - Con, (marrled to Katle Bayla),
Nina, (married fo Nlck Zographou), Leo, (married fo Helen Koutalls), Katie, Sylvla,
(married to Tony Coufos) and Mary, (married to Luke Lucas).

Mrs. C. Koutsoukls, whose Malden Name was "FTIARA" was one of 10 children - 5 Boys,

5 Girls. Born In Alexandria of Castellorlizlan parents she marrled Nick Koutsoukis

In 1920 and came to Australia In 1921 - (Nick Koutsoukls dled In 1953). They arrived
and llved In Fremantle t11! 1934, then came to Melbourne In the same year.

(Contlinued)
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She was well known for the many years she spent In restaurants In Melbourne -

(Ml»gnonl, Catallina). She was a very actlve and popular person and wll| always be

A

remembered ‘for hor' very $trong famlly tles and famlTy' responsibFlfties.

She was a great bellever In tradition and the proxy way: of marrlage. She-hadfiéf:

grand-chlldren, and 24 great grand-chlldren.

The Funeral was held on the 26th October at_Evangel Ismos Church and the Burlal at
Fawkner. i

spd

We thank Mr, Con Zombos for hls Eulogy on behalf of the Castellorizlan Soclety of

L N T T . : SLE
Eulogles were glven by her grandson - Or. Nick Loletgls ‘and Anastslos Zambelas.
From Sydney for the Funeral - Mr. and Mrs. Sylvia Coufos with sons Michael, Nlick,

Mr. S. Coufos, Mrs. Evdokla Koutalls, Maria Koutalls, Mrs. Katina Manettas,
Mrs. Marla Lakendls, Mrs. Ange Gemenls, Mr. and Mrs. Max, lrene Kondos.

The Castellorizian Soclety extends Its deepest sympathy to the famliy.,

- - - - e O " 0 - S - 4 - - - - .

In memory of the Late Mrs. C. Koutsoukls -
To the Castellorizian Soclety of Victorla.

Mr. & Mrs. John Trellls $20. Mr. & Mrs. Nlck Verglinls

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Blsas $10. Mr. & Mrs. Steve Zombos

Mr. & Mrs. Con Kanls $10  Mr. & Mrs. Con Zombos

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kanls $10 . Mr. & Mrs. George Verglnls
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Komlnos , $20 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Verginis

Mr. & Mrs. C.J. Mengos $15  Mr. & Mrs. Jack H, Mirikils -
Mrs. Evanglla Mangos ° - 810 Mr. & Mrs, John S, ‘Adgemls:
Mrs. Panagota Zervos $10  Mrs. Marla Karpoozes

Dr. Andrew Chrissle Varlgos $10 - Mr. & Mrs. A, Athanaslo

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Blsas $10

In memory of the Late Mrs. C. Koutsoukls -
To the Soclety for the Care of the Elderly.

Dr. Splro Margaret Moraltils 20 Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Vovage
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Vamvakls $20 Mr. & Mrs. Steve Paltogolou
Mr. & Mrs. Nick, Sminl Exindarts $10  Mr. & Mrs. Economos Adgem!s
Mr. & Mrs. Blll Hondros $10

In memory of the Late Mrs. P, Christopher -
To the Soclety for the Care of the Elderly.

Mr. & Mrs. Blll Hondros $10  Mr. & Mrs. Jack H, Mirlkils
Mr. & Mrs. Mlchael, Dlanne Spartels $20

In memory of the late Mr. Savas Bollos -

Mr. & Mrs. Blll Hondros $10
Mr. & Mrs. Economos Adgemls $10.

In memory of the late Mrs. C. Alexander -
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hondros $10

In memory of the Late Mr. Alex Georgouris -
Mr. & Mrs. Economos Adgemls $10

(Contlnued)
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'Mr. s Mrs Mlchael* D{anne Spar?els $20¢

In memory of the Late Mr. Ji- Kalaférﬂs -
To Castel lorlzian Soclety:

i

-Mro & Mrm Mtcrmel, D!anne Spar‘fels - $§20.
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y . ™0 NOT MY CHILD" e E
I - : by MARIKA BISAS
, " Greek Interpreter.

In my exﬁeflence whl e workling as an Interpreter with Greek parents of handlcapped
chlidren, 1t has become evlident that many mlgrant parents lack the knowledge and
understanding of thelr chlld's handlcap.

All handlcaps cannot be dlagnosed at blrth. However, some can. In the latter case
a full explanation could be glven Yo the parents. Sometimes this Is not done
sufficlently and the mother and chlld leave hospltal wlthout -the parents reallzling
“fully that they have a handlcapped chlld or, they do not understand the degree of the
- handlcap, however, l1ght or severe 1t may be and what thls entalls.

As time progresses and they reallze that all Is not normal. they become very dlstrustful
and disillusloned with medlcal staff and doctors in Australla. WRen real lzatlon occurs,
I1ke many people facing trauma, they experlence denlél of the facts. They sell up
everythlng and return to Greece for medlcal consultatlon, second oplinion; etc., or, If
flnance- 1$ a problem, they take out a: loan for fares and, on re?urn, are vlrfually
paylng laferes? for a beﬁer par‘t of thelr llves. s

At this, sfage | must say that Greek paren‘rs mlgrafe for fhe beﬁemen‘f ‘In every ‘way of
+helr chlldren. 1+'Is a rcal trauma for the parents !f everything possible Is not done
for their cthren. Thelr sacr!flce for migrating has been to no avall.

I would Ilke you to fry to understand the trauma of belng In a forelgn country, of not
belng able to communicate, of reallzlng somethlng !s wrong with your chlld but not
knowlng quite what. And wondering where to go for help. Here ln Australla, they may -
lack the support of an extended famlly, whlich has. been thelr backbone for generations.
Can you try to understand the parents' feellngs, the stigma this handlcapped chlld
presents to the communlity at large? Thls brings a cutting off of frlends and
peripheral members. of the famlly who may be llving In Austrella. Added to the feellngs
of !solatlon and shame may be financlal sacr!lflces and depr!vaflons caused by lack of
: knowledge of the Soclal Services avallable.

Let me glve you an exampie .eeee

1. have come on a case of Muscular Dystrophy where the parents of an eleven-year-old

boy wlth the dlsease lacked the knowledge that he was ellglble for a handlcag
allowance. Thls was flve years after the boy was dlagnosed as a Muscular Dystrophy.
There may also be a lack of knowledge of assoclatlons whlch are avallable to asslst.
Sometlmes even when an assoclation Is known, communlcatlon through language may prevent
the asslstance belng obtalned. There seems fo be l1ttle on-golng counselllng avallable
as a follow-up for these parents., They do not recelve the sufflclent guldance
necessary for them to cope a Ilttlc better with the sltuatlon they are In. They need
help In faclng the inevitable. Thls may be to understand the deterloratlon process
whlch may follow In a certaln Illness and later support as they grieve for the jost
chlld and thelr lost hopes for him. These aspects (which we, who know the
language, may be able to understand) are taken for granted.

My next example Is one of Cerebral Palsy ....

| can stlll see and hear the tears of joy In a Greek mother's volce .... | overheard
her as she explalned to her frlend across the road the reason she was In that part of
the nelghbourhood. 1+ was because at last "Kosta" was attendlng normal school.

Princlpals who Integrate handlcapped chlldren Into normal schools are to be
congratulated and supported, It not only glves the handlcapped chlld the right to

(Cont!nued)



normal education when he has the ablilty to achleve at this level, dut 1t also helps
other normal chlldren fo learn to accept, to be tolerant and:understiantting' of:a
handlcapped one. A teacher has explalned to me how this helps a normal chlid.

Up to now, he has never accepted responsiblllty and suddenty he feels responsible and
heipful In hls attitude towards the handlcapped. He had a low self-concept and was
dlsruptive and a low achlever. He became aware of his own strengths and hlis work has
Improved since he has befriended and accepted some responsibllilty for. Kosta.

i

Another example Involves Splna Blflda ....

In this case It was found that, although the chHd sutfered: physlcali-hardship, mentally
she was very alert. Thls warranted normal school tultlon; but she had a problem of
hyglence. In dlscussing with the parents, 1t was explalned to the chtld tn English,

to ralay to mum and dad that, before anyone could be thinklng of normal school, the
problem of bladder and bowel control would have to be tackled. There would be two
octlons - one was the use of a catheter, the other was for an |lleostomy to be
performed. The use of a catheter was descrlbed to her to explain to mum and dad.

when thls brought negative results, It was declded that perhaps the parents had not
qulte understood and that an Interpreter should be called.

The narents at flrst were lrate that the chlld had been fold before them. They felt
that they would have presented the ldea of the catheter differently to her and would
have had better results. ~As !t was, under no condltlon would any of them agree to It.

1 would llke you to try to understand flrstly how molly-coddled and over-protected
t+hls only chlfd was = how she had grown up managing to manlpulate both parents - as
well as professional staff. Could you bear wlth me and try to understand.that, when
using chlldren to Interpret In any sltuation, as well as the power one glves them over
thelir parents, It can also be detrimental In a serlous sltuation which would be better
explalned by mum and dad. ~ ’ R

The norm In Spina BIflda cases Is that an I1leostomy Is performed and the ¢hild.is
placed In normal schools. Can we though, blame any parent; mlgrant or otherwise, for
dlsagreelng and wanting something better for his child; when the option Isian-. -,
irreversible operation. -This father reasoned that 1f.1n. 2 few years' time somebody,
somewhere, came up with a better solution, he could, never forglve himself for makling
the wrong declslon. - T I

The family's top.priority was the child llving as normal 2 Ilfe as possible,
Irrespectlye of educatlonal standards. ~

Programs of helplng parents fo understand and accept the handlcap are needed and a
follow=through with whatever therapy 1s advised.

Let me glve you another example «...

This one Involves hearing Impalrment. |t Is a case where a chlld Is profoundly deaf
and needs total communicatlon methods. This entalls oral and finger spetlling. It
takes migrant parents a Iittle longer to adJust to thls method because, firstly, the
only experlence they have had wlth flnger-spelllng has been what was termed In the old
country as the "viilage ldlot". Secondly, 1f they do accept, thelr lack of Engllish
s a handlcap to them when trying to communicate with thelr child with finger-
spelllng. (1 would |1ke to see professlonal staff more understanding and tolerant
of the mlgrant parents' attitude towards +his tultlon). Try to understand thelr
prioritles, thelr values, !rrespectlve of whether they do not colnclde with ours.

I+ Is more Important to them to have the chlld communlcating orally, even 1f It Is
only the basics rather than he be 2 proflclent flinger-speller.

With empathy and understandling, wlth structured programs, one would hope that things
can be rlghted for the good of both chlld and parent.

In this case the Greek parents, after belng told that thelr chlld was "deaf" were so
shocked that they dlisappeared for slx to elght months, thus handicappling the chlld all
the more by deprlving him of early asslstance.

When a child Is tested at school and found +o have a hearing loss, he Is referred fo
Natlonal Acoustlc Laboratorles. There he s tested and hearlng alds may be fltted
and he ls sent home without proper explanation to parents. |f the hearlng Impalrment
s only a mlld one, the chlld has been able to hear qulte well In a one-to-one
sttuatlon.

Parents who have not recelved a clear explanation distrust the medical advice and get
rid of the hearling alds, malnly because +he child can hear when they speak to him.

(Cont!nued)
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It Is only when the schoolwork suffers through the chlid mlssing sounds that a

Central review Is done and then the professional attlitude Is that "™those migrant
parents are at It agaln!" "refusing fo allow thelr chlld to wear alds". Migrant
parents are not alone In thls attitude. | can see a lot of value In programs

which could be set up to explaln hearlng loss fully to parents at the time of dlagnosls.
This could be done with dlagrams, models, books, etc., and Included the Importance

of the child being attended to Immedlately, the progress which may be expected,

whether thls wlll be a very, very slow one or not.

There Is a need for continulty In servlces for speclal needs of Greek famllles.
Unfortunately, the services provided do not meet those needs.

M. Blsas (Mrs.)
Greek Interpreter.

—-__—_................_—__..-.___.._-..—.._.-—-—-——-.-__--....--_-_———-_--——-——-_———-.--.-.._-——-.-_—_.._.._-_.

Membership Is now due for all members. Please flll In and post t6 -

P.0. Box 112,
South Melbourne, Vic. 3205.

Membershlp for Year 1983/1984.
$5.00 Per Person. Now Due.




